Canadian Cardiovascular Society commentary on implantable cardioverter defibrillators in Canada: waiting times and access to care issues.
The Canadian Cardiovascular Society is the national professional society for cardiovascular specialists and researchers in Canada. In the spring of 2004, the Canadian Cardiovascular Society Council formed an Access to Care Working Group in an effort to use the best science and information to establish reasonable triage categories and safe wait times for access to common cardiovascular services and procedures. The Working Group has elected to publish a series of commentaries to initiate a structured national discussion on this very important issue. Access to treatment with implantable cardioverter defibrillators is the subject of the present commentary. The prevalence pool of potentially eligible patients is discussed, along with access barriers, regional disparities and waiting times. A maximum recommended waiting time is proposed and the framework for a solution-oriented approach is presented.